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SUBJECT: EC DIRECTIVE ON BEER CONTAINER SIZES 

1 . MISSION UNDERSTANDS THERE IS INTEREST AMONG US BEER 
EXPORTERS IN DEVELOPING GREATER SALES IN EC. AS 
PRESENTLY DRAFTED, HOWEVER, EC DIRECTIVE ON STANDARDIZA- 
TION OF BEER CAN SIZES WOULD PUT IN QUESTION CONTINUED 
ACCESS FOR 10 AND 12 OZ. BEER CANS. PRELIMINARY 
SOUNDINGS OF EC COMMISSION OFFICIALS ON QUESTION OF BEER 
CAN SIZES INDICATE SOME FLEXIBILITY REGARDING INCLUSION 
OF METRIC EQUIVALENTS OF 10 OZ. AND 12 OZ. CONTAINERS. 

2. JACQUES FAURE, COMMISSION OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE EC DIRECTIVE ON PREPACKAGED LIQUID PRODUCTS. TOLD 
MISSION THAT THE DIRECTIVE WAS BEING REVISED AND THE 
COMMISSION'S PROPOSED CHANGES WERE STILL VERY MUCH IN 
FLUX. DG-I OFFICIAL MADE SIMILAR STATEMENT AND 
SUGGESTED MISSION MAKE ITS VIEWS KNOWN IN INFORMAL 
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"PIECE OF PAPER". 

3. AS THE DIRECTIVE IS PRESENTLY WRITTEN, THE ONLY 
LITER SIZES WHICH MEMBER STATES WOULD BE OBLIGATED TO 
ACCEPT AFTER 1980 WOULD BE THE FOLLOWING: .25, .33, .50, 

.65, 1.00, 2.00, 3.00, 4.00, 5.00. THIS WOULD PERMIT 

(BUT NOT REQUIRE) MEMBER STATES TO EXCLUDE US 10 OZ. 
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AND 12 OZ. SIZES AFTER 1980. 

4. FAURE INDICATED THAT THERE WAS SOME INTEREST AMONG 
COMMUNITY BOTTLERS TO INCLUDE THE METRIC EQUIVALENT OF 
THESE SIZES, I.E. APPROXIMATELY .30 AND/OR .35 LITERS, 

IN THE DIRECTIVE AND THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING TO AT 
LEAST RAISE THE SUBJECT. HE CAUTIONED AGAINST TOO MUCH 
OPTIMISM, HOWEVER, SINCE HE WAS UNDER STRONG PRESSURE 
FROM CONSUMER INTERESTS TO LIMIT THE LIST OF SIZES. 

5. FAURE DOUBTED THE REVISION WOULD BE COMPLETED BEFORE 
THE END OF THE SUMMER AND SAID THAT THE PROPOSAL WOULD 
NOT RECEIVE COUNCIL ATTENTION UNTIL SUMMER 1978, BEFORE 
WHICH TIME CONCERNED PARTIES COULD STILL REQUEST DESIRED 
CHANGES. 

6. WE PLAN TO CONTINUE INFORMAL CONTACTS WITH COMMISSION 
STAFF ON THIS QUESTION AND, UNLESS INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE, 
WILL PREPARE SHORT INFORMAL PAPER SUGGESTING THAT REVIEW 
OF CAN SIZE QUESTION WOULD BE HELPFUL TO US EXPORTERS. 
HINTON 
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